SEXUAL EXPERIENCES
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RAPE, ASSAULTS, AND ATTEMPTS
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: Agnes Clement, 1609

,a husbandman‘s wife fro
her assault by 5 man she knew
the foot of the docum

which shaj| be proveq'

orted
m Midsomer Norton in SomersetAri;; -
to the quarter sessions in April 1609f;)r M.
ent recorded: ‘he hath attempted other women
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[ am NOW come ¢o winnow your corn. ‘B;_'t th:d Sher
John Peyree. then Presently took hjs Privy parts in hand, and inform

to take the same in her hand, striv;

further

. And
ng with her, for the use of her body.

this €Xaminant saje}, that the said

and with long striving 4:

O answered

as the best lady in the land anq willed her ¢o |,
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3 nd
good for thine self, who hath to do with me, a
also further saith thae the sajd John p

formight or

. sy me

€yree sent for her again .W‘thm isr?ant

three weeks after, by the same boy, thar she this cxa}in oA
should Come again yngq his uncle Peyrce, who would be very angry, nc
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317 Resistance with all her strength: Joan Brown, ¢

x with a number
Joan Brown testified in the prosecution of Thomas Hellyer fo;!lttcr;: A el
. cary B e s Soer?e;r her assailant and her
Darticularly !ong and detailed one. recording her an? ,Owerlessness i
attempts at self-defence, as well as her experience 9 o] il
and a seryant Her description of Hellyer's ‘careless assu’ ?nkmg Ll
in line with the other servant he has abused, is particularly sI L
this was at least one working woman who expected the CS;JLSL,&W T e
& attempteq fape with an outrage to match her own

signed her own deposition.

4 (1601/2)
3 hives, D/D/cd34 (
COHSISIOW Court of Bath and Wells Deposition Book, Somerset Archi

' half
ive re for a year and a
(Joan Brown of Lottisham, spinster, who has lived t}ulra f](l i
2 Previously [ived in West Bradley for half a year, mrHC”vCr e
P g diocese aged 40, she has known Thomas )
last gy year

]
To the third

: , ; hing to dCPUW:]
» fourth and fifth arricles shc.knm\s n_nlt & happening
Saving thae on g cert:ain Sunday, or holy day in e Amfm\‘fzf)ﬁ?tmrnti[:ic last
aboy SOme Fortnight or three weeks next after Ehc t.east 0 o ar'tL’r that the
Past before this her €xamination, and within fortnight I,]tl):outs this exam-
Articy|ee arie Loxton was delivered of child or near tht‘:a] tch‘of a barn’s
inage did see the articulate Thomas Hellyer to I.Iﬁ 7, i eh asaid Marie was
door of the articulate Thomas Quarman’s, in which barn t hc t he could not
dCliVered Of child, and ﬁnding the door to be locked so tha

gﬂ[gll; he departed away again. . . ,

e

e
ab?ut St ali?]:? flnd says|
ticulage Tho
side

Of her

cnin
that on a certain Sunday or h? l)}’l dzzmtaszY- ‘hg
tide now [ast past, and in the afternoon ‘;1 : Zs in the back-
Mas Hellyer came unto this deponent et fri Torticham
: naster the articulate Thomas Quarman’ house kard of water,
Withip € parish of Dartchert articulate, going to fetch in a t.ar; ce into the
g fook away the tankard from her, and thrust her b?’ w}?‘er;leels, he by
ent}-y of the said l'lO!.lsc, and closing the door thereof with 1shcr B ol
N force rew her down upon the ground, lay down upon her,
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her that he would occupy her, and e
finding her in no wise consenting to
up her clothes near as high as her gjrd
could make, which she did with all
Hellyer took forth of his breeches hi
struggled with her in the sajd entry
abouts, assaying by all means to hay

arnestly entreated her so to do, arcli
his lascivious and filchy lus‘t. he‘ tohe
le not withstanding any reSIstaaTluesiid
the strength she had. And then.t' 3 My
s privy member or yard, and Str‘l\- ethere‘
for the space of an hour or near

: y, and
¢ the carnal knowledge of llwr bOd,'nP[ed
| i is | ~ONS his atte
in the end seeing that this jurate ar no hand would consent to
devilish purpose, he left her and went his way.

] B ) ollowing
[And further she deposes and says] that on the next Sunday then fo
in the afternoon, the said Thom

ame
as Hellyer again opening the back dOl?'}"l::n;‘,
into the hall of the said house, and there finding this dc“PO'}em [f)o ' house
the arm, and requested her to g0 into a certain chamber of the 5‘1_;:1 uld do
within the hall, this deponent demanding him with what she ;,?vmvinﬂ
there, he (after many foul and unseemly speeches, uttering ‘1"(51 5\ o!—'lﬁn;
his lecheroys intent) told her saying I'll occupy thee. But lhls hepto o0
utterly refused the same and requested him to depart and suﬂer- etf — ci'n
about her master’s business. And thereupon he took her by main w o the
his arms, and violently and altogether against her will, carried h‘?r mLM as
1 » and threw her down upon the bed, notwithstanding ¢ tain
, this examinant caught hold of a .C:lrbcd
. And there kept her upon the sal ally
, and notwithstanding that she ContlTluhér
resisted him wigh 4] the might she possibly could, yet he pulled 2 And
near as high as her middle leaving her body bare so far-l thes
‘aminate strived to hide her shame, and to put down her clo her
again, the said Hellyer took both her arms and wrested them back over us
hiles he continued sometimes entreating by all lechel"l)_n :
and sometimes violently, and forcibly striving, and wrest ’t‘f{
the carnal knowledge of her body: but in the end depar
without his PUrpose as aforesajq. i
And she further deposeth and sajchy that on the Sunday then next followlﬁg
At evening prayer time the said Thomas Hellyer came to this deponent t'd
third time as she was dressing of her masters grist' in the kitchen of the sa}n
house, and again very carnestly did solicit this deponent’s chastity, and agatlle
by force carried her ip Is arms ingo the said chamber threw her upon t d
b'.:d’ pulled up her clothes, and in all respects both in words and deeds, usee
himself, ang her, for the SPace of half an hoy, or thereabouts as he had ClOnd
the second time: By o that time this deponent being willing to be dis‘chargeC
gone, my master w]ll com

- er
ry carelessly made this aIn;\:ve
» Is that such a matter, | know

W
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been playing here with Mary at one door whiles thy master hath been coming
in at the other and could be welcome still, and she hath let me out at one
door when her master hath been coming in at the other, meaning one Marie
Loxton as this | jurate doth verily believe, for thar the said Marie Loxton dwelt
with the said Thomas Quarman not above half a vear, or thereabouts next
before this deponent came to dwell with him. .
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