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6.6 Male violence: Anne Younge, 1608

Anne Younge, alias Lyngham (probably her maiden name), went to the London
consistory court to sue for separation from her husband, a tailor in Ludgate Hill, in
1608, on the grounds of his violence. Canon law in this area demanded proof of
lethal danger; ‘moderate correction’ was legal. The first witness, Margaret Bonefant,
had lodged the couple in her house in 1607, and continued to be a close friend of
Anne's. To some extent, what went on in such marriages was a public affair. However,
it was also open to a variety of interpretations. While wives pleaded for separation
on the grounds of both physical and mental cruelty, supported by the detailed stories
of their witnesses, husbands defended their actions on the grounds of justifiable
anger, reasonable correction, or occasionally, desperation. The results of these cases
varied. The most a wife could hope for was to be granted the right to live apart
from her husband, with a sum of alimony decided by the court; it was the senlg-
ment of alimony that provoked disagreements such as that here over the husband's

Pecuniary worth. Many judges, following the Protestant stress on keeping married
Couples together, aimed t

0 reconcile rather than separate couples and frequently
ord

ered them to go home and live quietly.
Consistory Court of London Deposition Book, LMA, DL/C 218, pp. 50-2, 88 (June 1608)

[Margarer Bonefant,

wife of James Bonefant, woolman, of London, for the
At twelve years, age

d about 32; she has known Anne Younge for 9 or 10
Years and James Younge for 3 months.] -
[To the 2nd and 3rd articles she deposes and says] that in the month of
ebruary |ag¢ Past upon a Sunday in the afternoon . . . this deponent went to
_the articulate Anne Younge alias [.yngham to her own house in St Bride's }?;msh
n London to visit her and to see how she did and coming to her she found
the saig Anne Younge alias Lyngham so beaten and bruised and swollen .ll‘)OU[!
er l’.lead face and body that she was not able to speak nor go nor stir any of
her l'imbs to help her self and her jaws were displaced or otherwise so hurt with
€Atng that she was not able to stir them and the gristle of her nose was so
}:u'SCd that ungil by the help of a surgeon it was raised and the flesh suppled
S1€ could nog well fetch or take any breath ar the nose, but seemed as though
;ﬁc Were more like to dje of that beating than to recover and live. And soon
Sai;r that thjs jurate came and saw the said Anne in this mis.erable case, the
e ]a}r:}es \_'Ou.nge her husband came in, to whom this jurate said she was sorry
€€ his wife in this miserable case. Whereunto he answered that he did think

< estate had been, better when he married her than he did then find it, as he
that’;'l‘l‘ii then she this deponent asking him if he had so used her, he said th:at
unto h; ch was done ro her he had done, and so she this deponent then.sald
Wl l:: At Was not the way to know or understand of her estate but if he
OW that it must be his kind usage of her and not that severity for that

am :leay 0 make an end of them both. Aye, quoth he the same Younge, I
d T shall be hanged if she die within a year and a day' bur if [ be there

Lo, bt
Within a year and a day after an assault would be accounted

manslaughter.
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AMe Anne with b fist in so much as her face w ¢'s bed, and
€reupon she the *ame Anne forsook his this respondenmorning he
‘hﬁt Dight and ¢he next following lay by herself and the next
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d
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did so strike his said wife, presently after one Mrs Cotes one of hh \d]d
wife’s acquaintance being there told him this respondent that if his wite dz}i
otherwise than well he this respondent should be hanged, \\-bcrcupun he this
respondent said unto her that if she would not be quiet it were well she
were gone out at doors, but she went away none the sooner.

[To the 8th and 9¢h . .. he answers] that such hath been and was [.hr
wickedness of the articulate Anne his this respondent’s said wife towards him
this respondent as thar . . . diverse times when he this respondent hath gone

3 > : e ‘ at he
out of doors she hath fallen down of her knees and prayed to (m.d that |
this respondent might never come in at the doors again whereby this L

[ ' ’ | : hi . W
SNt Was in a desperate mind about the time articulate for which he is n

i i g . 1 > ne
heam]y sorry and desireth almighty God to forgive him as that in the mnm{mg,
When he arose our of his bed (he lying alone as he had done long before

and after hjs said wife refusing his company) he did stab himself with a kn
Which he carrieth to bed with him in the breast in two places.
[To the 14¢h . .

: ; - sreath
- he answers] that he this respondent is a tailor and gettetl
[herebv

: 2s. 6d. a week and not above 3s. and is not worth fhrﬁ\' \'}““”_‘g“
his debrs Paid, but he saith that [if] his said wife would be quiet and live
Quictly with him in the face of God as he this respondent desireth to do,

¢ doubteth ney but he should get much more and be better ;llw_lc to l\'_t'('P
and mainajp both himself and her than now he is to keep himself, his mind
* S0 unquiet by reason of this trouble.

6.7  Pressing after the knowledge of the Lord:
Mary Penington, ¢. 1640

!n a time when religious commitment was central to many women's sense of their
entities, religious belief could be the basis for marriage, religious dissent the foun-
dation for an independent marital choice. Mary Proude (1624-82), born into a Puritan
gentry family in Kent, was orphaned before she was 3 years old. She was educated
her guardian, sir Edward Partridge, and his widowed sister Mrs Springett, who
Practised medicine ang oculistry. Here, Mary writes of Mrs Springett's son William,
:’::\:ecame a colonel in the Parliamentary army, and whom shg Irnarrﬁzsvg;?:
T 58 about 1 8, he 20. Their first child died but their second, Gune_ma'.1t el
o they ;ﬂe‘r William's death at 23, Mary went on to become a Pf’om'”emamed o
William o e of Friends and the wife of Isaac Penington; Gulielma i
o Penn. Two editions of the text she left survive, both clearly edited from

Origing].
'9inal; see alsq her dream in Chapter 10.

M .
D:%h?;mnmm' A Brief Account of my Exercises from my Childhood: Left with my Dear

+ Gulielma Maria Penn, Philadelphia, 1848, pp. 4-5.

it |
:tull-:de‘d not those marriages that was propounded to me by vain pefr]s?s;
beliefavmg desired of the Lord that I might have one that feared, 1 ah 3
R th[:atththough then I knew none of my outward rank that was suc

d a

t the Lord would proyide one for me; and in this belief I
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